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25 —BRE(CONWTOIAE

WFHC-068/72 (J)Ly OF—X&/E7HEDET)
(BE&E 72RL7ZXR-JILRII>2T5-)
Lieber Masayuki,

ich habe mit grofSer Freude die zwei CD-Pakete mit der Kairo-er 7. Bruckner Symphonie erhalten.
Diese Auffiihrung ist grofiartig, sie bewegt das Gemdit und sie klingt gut genug, dass man einen
tiefen Eindruck der Auffithrung erhalten kann! Interessant auch die nur 2 Wochen spater
aufgenommene Romische Aufnahme, die im Vergleich fiir mich etwas abfallt, aber auch sehr
schon ist. Der weitere Rahmen mit Debussy, Strauss und Wagner und nicht zuletzt die hiibsche
Aufnahme meines Vaters auf dem agyptischen Kamel erheben dieses Coffret zu einer der besten
Produktionen der Hallmark Collection. Lieber Masayuki: vielen Dank, Du hast mir und meiner

Frau eine grofie Freude bereitet!
Herzliche GriifSe aus Berlin,

Dein Andreas

MBI DBATER.
PDAOTDET7BIINYIF—REMZEL CD Y M2HZAZTELSZITRMDOFELUL.

COEREFRBESLUVWEDT, DZESIDLEITTRL, BEETHDT, BROEHZ T
RUDTENTEFT | 2IBERICHRENTCO—NTOERGEKELS, LT DEPPR
EOULFIN. ZNTEHIERICEVWERTT ., =51 REaYE— 22 bh5TX O7
—JF—DOBE®EK. TUTREIC, DRI T bDSOF(CHRO> THREUILELVWEE
N SORYOIzY bER—ILY—2T - DLT2 3> OREEEO—DICRESETULE
ER

BATHER : RE(CHDNESTENFE U, hEEBCARSBREVZREIT T ESNELE !

NILUZ T,
BIXTZDT > RL 7 AKD
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(NZ>T - R=Zw h)
Furtwingler Conducts Bruckner’s Symphony No. 7

In this 5-CD set we hear all existing versions of the symphony recorded live and in studio from
1941 to 1951 — all versions played by the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. Unfortunately, his last
performance of Bruckner’s 7th on August 25, 1954 with the Philharmonia Orchestra during the
Lucerne Festival was neither broadcast nor recorded.

The first CD gives us fragments from the BPO concert of February 2, 1941 recorded on decelith
folios by Hermann May in Vienna. A dramatic performance judged from what exists. The rest of
this CD contains the Telefunken studio recording of the 2nd movement from April 7, 1942 —
recorded on tape! This — in my opinion — is the most beautiful of all 5 versions of that movement.

CD 2 presents the broadcast recording of October 18, 1949 in the Gemeindehaus in Berlin-Dahlem.
This recording was the first commercial issue of a complete Bruckner symphony conducted by
Furtwangler, it was published on LP together with the 8th symphony recorded on March 14, 1949
by Electrola as so-called "Breitklang", a kind of fake stereo. In France these symphonies were
issued as pure mono, and that is what we hear here. I think, this is the overall best performance
in this CD-set.

CD 3-4 present live performances from the BPO concert tour in 1951: Cairo (April 23, 1951) and
Rome (May 1, 1951). As mentioned in my introductory note to the Cairo performance, DGG
noticed: "This sounds as recorded in a desert storm", to my opinion: This CD sounds very well!
The discant may be a little sharp, but the overall sound is truly the Furtwangler Bruckner sound!
The Rome performance on CD 4 stem from a RAI tape recording published on LP with — in my
opinion - restricted dynamic. This performance is the most slowly of the three complete
performances in this CD-set — but very beautiful executed.

CD 5 contains the works performed in Rome after the interval: Debussy: 2 Nocturnes (Nuages ;
Fétes), R. Strauss: Don Juan, and Wagner: Tannhduser Overture. This is the only existing
recording of Debussy's work by Furtwéngler, an important contribution to his French repertoire!
Don Juan by Richard Strauss again stem from a RAI tape, here the dynamic — in my opinion - is
much better than that of the Bruckner symphony. Finally, the Tannhduser Overture by Richard
Wagner is the only existing performance with Furtwangler conducting The Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra, alas, again, the dynamic of the recording is restricted... A very intense performance
indeed!

Finally, the sleeve note by Mr. Atsuya Funaki on Bruckner is very important!

Henning Smidth
April 24, 2025
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