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WFHC-068/72

Dietrich von Kaltenborn

Dear Masayuki,

finally I have had enough time to fully listen to the new set, this time a full four CDs plus programs from

Berlin and even Cairo!

First of all, I like the idea of presenting all existing version of Bruckner 7 in one set which allows for very

interesting comparisons. Also I was fond to find the Rome concert assembled in one edition, whereas I had

it spread out on four different labels.

Starting with the 1941 broadcast, my comparison was Delta DCCA 13-14. The excerpts are identical, so

the source was probably the same and it would be interesting to know how Delta got hold of it. The pitch
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is significantly lower on the later which also explains the longer running time. WFHC is more vivid thanks
to the higher pitch and also has less extraneous noise. Maybe Delta used some 1990s digital filtering?
Overall WFHC gives the more pleasant listening experience. These excerpts are for me always fascinating
and frustrating at the same time due to the gaps.

Going on to the 1942 studio recording of the Adagio I found only very small differences to the transfer in
"The complete WF on record"(Warner 0190295232405)

Both versions have very good side joins, especially compared to the old Teldec CD. Maybe Warner has a
bit more noise but I found it hard to distinguish.

The next recording is the version from October 1949. As Mr. Smidth writes in the booklet it comes from
an LP. Compared to the EMI edition (EMI 724356620629) from 1996 its clearly the same source but despite
a higher degree of hiss also has an additional warmth and body to it that seems to me lost on the EMI CD
version. This performance was without audience and I personally would not place it as number 1.

The Cairo concert from a different source than usual is definitely fresher and much less noisy the on my
DG 4762701. It seems the sand storm has gone away! Interestingly the original program and Tremines
concert list are quite different. Quite frustrating again to see what might have been recorded: a Haydn
Symphonie, Strauss Tod und Verklaerung, more Wagner etc.

The Rome concert was probably the biggest surprise for me in this set and especially so the Bruckner. Tahra
FURT 1098 seemed the last word for a satisfactory transfer but this version now is way less noisy and has
practically no distortion in the loud passages. Maybe the Fonit Cetra LP still used a better source or the
acetates were in better condition?

In any case this transfer is far superior and I am very happy to have my personally favorite version in so
much more beautiful sound. I believe the city of Rome on that night inspired conductor and orchestra to
this incandescent performance.

For the rest of the concert each piece is again different. The Debussy on M&A 719 clearly comes from
acetates, is heavily distorted and distant. The sound on WFHC to me sounds like a tape and almost a
different concert.

The Strauss compared to Delta 0010 is again slightly higher pitched and has a lower noise level but to me
it seems that both transfers come from the same source. This in my opinion clearly must have been an
acetate disc.

The final piece, Wagner’s Tannhaeuser, was issued on DG 4740302 and again the new WFHC has less

noise and cracks and puts an exciting end to this amazing concert.

This has become a great set not only as a collection of all different versions but also for excellent transfers
which in several cases are the best available!

Many thanks for this big achievement!

(HARZEBER) #ERDITUIFH,

KOV +DRRRZER> T, FiLLWzy hEU><DESZENTEF U, SEIF 4 48 CD (CHl
Z. NVUZRWIRAE (1) AOOTOTSAFTHRMIENTED, AEEBUSE>TVWET !
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WFHC-073/75 (cDUWT
Furtwéngler conducts Brahms's Symphony No. 1 in 1947

This triple cd set combines recordings from the Salzburg festival on August 13, 1947 and the complete
recording of the Lucerne festival concert on August 27, 1947. As a filler we hear the famous recording of
the 4" movement of the symphony with the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra on December 16, 1940 — a test
recording on tape made shortly after the discovery of pre-magnetization.

CD 1 begins with the soundtrack from a footage of the last bars from the rehearsal of Brahms's Violin
concerto played by Yehudi Menuhin and the VPO under Furtwéngler's baton on August 13, 1947 — do
observe the silly speaker talking: the concert in D minor, also: this was the very first meeting between
Menuhin and Furtwéngler!

Then we hear Brahms's 1% symphony from the evening's concert in the Festspielhaus. Although the whole
concert was broadcast by both RWR and RAVAG, this recording of the symphony is the only work that
exists. The original tape stem from Furtwingler's son-in law, Alfred Kunz, married to Furtwéngler's
daughter, Friederike. I must say that the WF Centre has done a marvelous work with my tape to dig out the
full potential of this dramatic reading.

CD 1 concludes with the above-mentioned 4" movement played by the BPO on December 16, 1940.

CD 2-3 contain the Lucerne festival concert of August 27, 1947: Beethoven's 1% piano concerto with Adrian
Aeschbacher as soloist followed by Leonore overture No. 3. After the interval the concert concludes with
the performance of Brahms's 15 symphony. The whole concert was broadcast by two Swiss radio stations:
Monte Ceneri and Sottens, also, the Swedish radio broadcast the whole concert — and recorded all of it.
These CDs are based on the Swedish recordings.
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I like the Lucerne concert very much, but I find the Salzburg recording of the symphony more dramatic
than the Lucerne one. The Lucerne performance of Beethoven's Piano concerto No. 1 is the only existing
recording of that work conducted by Furtwéngler, thus an important addition to his discography. It is played
beautifully by Adrian Aeschbacher, who follows Furtwingler's tempo fluctuations. In 1943 he played
Brahms's 2" Piano concerto with Furtwiingler, thus they knew each other. This performance of the concerto
is more dramatic than normally experienced — typical Furtwéngler style. The same can be said of
Furtwiingler's performance of the 3™ Leonore overture.
As to the Brahms symphony, we have three versions from 1947, the two in this set and the HMV studio
recording with the VPO from November 1947. Comparing the two VPO recordings is quite easy: The over-
all sound quality of the studio recording is more harmonic, the live recording from Salzburg has more
drama, more tempo fluctuations, but Furtwingler's conception of the work is the same. And this is valid for
the Lucerne 1947 and Berlin 1940 performances, too. For a comparison between the three recordings of the
4™ movement in this set, I refer to the excellent cover note by Atsuya Funaki.

Henning Smidth

October 21, 2025
(AA5EER)
IIWRIITDS—I8IE DS —LARTEMSE 1 8 1947 &
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CNER TN T A > FlaaiitimoFRRBER(ICT— 7’?1?1’)1’1.7177\ hMEETHD.

CD 1(% 1947 8AH13HICTILNII>IS—HEE 411757« - AZ1—A>ET+1—
> TN\ —BRERICKD TS LR [TrAaAVUGERM] U\—DILREES
DRGSR UIZERTIEED. TS TREMNMRTZF DI XISEESNZL ¢ [ ZiRdiRZal.
ZUTINEAZA—A>ETILNT T2 IS —DHSTOHETH 12! ]

HNT, TJT AR 2 E—JU\DRTOIRDOA> Y — M5 TS—ARE 1 3ZEZMHFET S,
d>H— h2{K(ERWR & RAVAG Ol THOEESNEN. RE/D DS T ITHIREFT B,
AVSHINFT—TEIINNTT IS —DIRT ) —F U EFEE UIEIREIIL I L — & - 0>
Yhsigfteniz, JILhDIT>05— - 24— ThDOF—THh 5 CORINEEDOE %
WBORCIREBRIFEEZ LU TCNECEIIIFEINRETTH D, CD 1 (%, apkdd 1940 F 12 A
16 HD BPO (C K D5 4 EEHE=THHIIBNSD,

CD 2-3(C(& 1947 F£8 A 27 HOILW TIL>BRERI Y — hZzIiR: RX—h—J1>0DE
7/tEME 1 & (VUL 7RUT7> - Ty 1/)Ww)\—) [ HiWTLAJ —LFEE 3
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Marc Medwin (ZXAUBNERETEFRE) ~N—T - ART1>

Marc Medwin has been teaching music history at American University in Washington
D.C. since autumn 2008. He writes on classical and popular music for both academic
and journalistic publications, and Furtwangler was a major catalyst for his entry into
the world of classical music nearly 30-five years ago.

(=2 « ART42(F 2008 FIRED TS > D.C.OFV AU PN KETEEBEZHZ TL)
Do FMEEES Y —FUXLFEOMA TOSIVIBEEREAIST—BREICDODVWTHELTH
D, DILhDTT>2T0S—(d 35 FERDBICEN OISV IEREOBRANRZBAANDIKER
EToMNFERDTE )

WFHCO073-75 contains the recording that made me eager to join the Wilhelm Furtwangler
Centre of Japan. The final movement of Brahms' first symphony, stated in the liner notes to
have been recorded in December 1940, encapsulates everything | hold dear about Furtwangler's
conducting. The opening moments present it all in microcosm: the natural build toward the
climax and the immensely satisfying timpani at 0:26 only set the stage for the luminous plateau
of strings and winds, the whole then fading toward silence with inexorable grace. | will never
forget my initial experience encountering that exuberance and control of gestural color; in that
prolonged moment, the entire movement's peaks and valleys are prefigured. | might even say
that the entire post-Enlightenment Romantic ethos resides in it. | think of the overture to
Rameau's opera Zoroastre in its initial form, the microcosmic progression from darkness to light,
every time | hear Furtwangler presenting one of Brahms' best movements. Now, we are
fortunate to have Mr. Atsuya Funaki's superb analysis of what he rightly observes to be an
extremely important historical document, and | haven't even mentioned the other concerts
comprising the package! I'm now hearing these recordings in sound as natural as Furtwangler's
conducting, and the sole representative of the now-lost 1940 concert has never sounded better.
| was disappointed by the version in the Berlin Philharmonic's box set, so | am especially happy
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to hear the performances, all of these performances, in such expertly rendered transfers with
curation to match! Thank you so much, WFCJ!

(H=5E:R)
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